The Growth of Sudan Communications
there any adequate provision for the repair of rolling
stock; at the other depots—Abu Hamed, Abidia and
Shendi—the equipment consisted of rough shelters and
a few essential tools ; pumps and tanks were erected
at the watering stations, and the passing-places of the
trains were linked by telephones. Except at Haifa there
were no quarters for the staff. South of Abu Hamed a
beginning had been made on bridging some of the larger
water-courses. The best that could be said of the rolling-
stock was that it was adequate for the purposes of the
campaign and would therefore be adequate to meet the
slender requirements of the Sudan trade in the early days
of the re-occupation.
Such, in brief, was the condition of the Sudan railway
system at the beginning of the year 1900. As has been
indicated above, the two lines of railway that made up
the system converged at Haifa, and through Haifa for
the next seven years passed the slowly increasing trade
between the Sudan and the outer world.
Mention has already been made of the disadvantages
of the Nile route between Cairo and Haifa. During the
years of the expedition some improvement had taken
place by reason of the extension of the standard-gauge
railway to Luxor, and the construction of a narrow gauge
line from Luxor to Assuan. Passengers could thus travel
by rail from Cairo to Shellal in twenty-one hours, and
embark at the latter place for the river journey to Haifa ;
but the break of gauge at Luxor seriously hampered the
use of the line for goods traffic. Above all it must be
borne in mind that Haifa was 900, and Khartoum nearly
1,500 miles from the nearest seaport by the Nile Valley
route. The potential resources of the Sudan were great,
but for their development some shorter and better route
to the sea was the first necessity.
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